Data and Taxonomy:
Computing Professionals Are
Hard to Count
A number of methodological and taxonomic problems exi attempting to produce data that accurately describe the suppb mand, and characteristics of computing professionals. This ch summarizes the views and impressions of workshop participants e the strengths and limitations of available data for assessing th< man resource base of the computer science and technology e prise, focusing on inadequacies in the taxonomies used. It su: the major available data sets, describes what the data show, and eludes with a discussion of the issues involved in improving on is currently available.
INTRODUCTION
Accurate and timely information on the availability and ut tion of computing professionals and their skills is vital to a variety of decisionmakers. Students choosing careers want to ] about career opportunities and the nature of the work done by puting professionals. Policymakers need information to form proper programs of research, student support, and economic d opment. Academic employers want to know how easy it is to people capable of teaching and doing fundamental research. Ir trial and government employers are interested in knowing howonents of the federal High Performance Computing and Communications program, the major national initiative in the computing field, is basic research and human resources. Explained Vadasz,
